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Saving Wildlife
by Myra Kreiman Kijek
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NSA Healthy Homes 
Forum
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Continued from page 5

machine and dryer from entering the septic tank; 
not use a garbage disposal, the product of which 
can flow through your system inefficiently and 
require that it be pumped out; and use laundry 
water softeners sparingly because they can impede 
efficient passage of contents into the leaching field.
        “Take pride in properly maintaining your 
septic system,” urged Northrop. “A properly 
maintained system will help keep your drinking 
water safe and is worth its weight in gold.”
        Steve Gladstone, owner of Stonehollow 
Fine Home Inspections & Testing, provides site 
inspections and consulting. He is the author of 
“A Field Guide to Home Inspections” and host of 
the radio show “Around the House” on WGCH.
        Holding up a bottle of water, he argued, 
“We have the best water quality in the world. 
Bottled water costs more than gasoline and may 

have more harmful chemicals in it than well water.” 
He noted that when selling your home, doing a 
pre-inspection and remediating any problems can 
help you sell your home faster and for more money. 
“Buyers are often scared away even after they’ve 
made a bid on a home when their inspection report 
cites water leaks, wet basements, wiring hazards, or 
maintenance needs,” said Gladstone. “Fixing 
problems first will take these items off the negotiat-
ing table.”
        The North Stamford Association holds several 
forums each year. Please let us know what topics 
are of interest to you and the days and times of the 
week that best accommodate your schedule. You 
can email your requests to 
north@northstamford.com or call us at 329-2498.
~~~~~
Ms. Kaiko is on the NSA Board of Directors
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By Sally Sacks

It began around our third year on Jordan 
Lane in the late 196os. Our houses were built with 
gravel driveways which, while picturesque, 
presented certain drawbacks.  In the summer, 
weeds needed to be picked as they wound a wavy 
green path through the surface. In the winter, 
snow shovels tossed the gravel onto the lawn, 
where it waited to be shot up like bullets by next 
summer’s lawnmower.
        Our enterprising neighbor, Bob, suggested 
that we replace the gravel with asphalt. About a 
half dozen of us went along with his plan and we 
soon boasted neat, smooth driveways. I missed
the softer, more rustic gravel driveways but knew 
that asphalt made more sense.
        The next year, Bob had another idea. How 
about a few of us going in on a neighborhood 
snow blower? Great, we said, and Bob set out to 
find us another bargain. He soon came up with a 
second-hand Ariens machine. It was a huge, 
heavy, orange monster in good condition and 
very efficient.  Six families paid something like 
$5o apiece and we were in business.
        The shared snow blower worked well. My 
husband, Allan, commuted to New York and had 
to leave the earliest, so the machine resided in our 
garage. He did our driveway first and passed the 
blower on to the next neighbor, and he to the next 
one.  The men had tired of shoveling snow and 
enjoyed their new toy.  It was strictly a guy’s job.

We took good care of our Jordan Lane snow 
blower, stored it safely over the summer, and had 
it serviced annually.  If a family moved away they 
lost their investment and it reverted to the remaining 
families.  Several of the owners worked for IBM, 
which in those days stood for “I’ve Been Moved.”
        After many years, the snow blower had just 
one owner – us.  Ancient though it was, like Old 
Man River, it just kept rolling along.
        But eventually, Allan had to admit, the thrill 
was gone. There was the lure of having a profes-
sional snowplow service take over the job and 
besides, our daughter in Massachusetts might 
appreciate some mechanical help. Today, the snow 
blower is still going strong. Our son-in-law has 
taken it apart and put it together many times. 
He even gave it a new coat of orange paint.  
A couple of years ago, he needed a new part.  
He contacted Ariens and they were delighted to 
send him exactly what he needed after all these 
years.
        At this point we figure the machine is over 
fifty years old and still has a lot of life in it.  
Considering its faultless record dealing even 
with the snows of 2o13, we feel that our $5o 
investment was worthwhile.
~~~~~
Ms. Sacks has lived in Stamford for 54 years and 
is a writer on horticultural subjects. She and her 
husband, Allan, are longtime members of NSA.

The Spectacular 
Snow Blower 
of Jordan Lane
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