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by Judith S. Gediman

   rownups are different 
from children. Older 
adults are different from 
younger ones, too. But 
when it comes to music 
lessons, the differences 
among adults are 
comparatively minor.
     Adult students share 
many traits regardless of 
whether they’re returning 
to the piano after many 
years away or starting 
from scratch; regardless of 
what else they’re doing in 
their lives; and regardless 
of whether they’re 
inherently musical or 
struggling to find their 
musical soul.

A teacher of adults needs 
to understand where the 
student is coming from, 
both in terms of actual 
piano or other instrumen-
tal experience (that’s the 
easy part) but also in 
terms of motivation, 
goals, inhibitions, and 
expectations. Unlike many 
children who are taking 
lessons because their 
parents tell them to and 
for whom practicing is a 
chore, adults are taking 
piano lessons because they 
want to. 
     It is often an intensely 
personal, private choice: 
Something a man or a 
woman is doing “just for 
myself.” 
     It’s not all smooth 
sailing. Unlike children’s 
activities, which can be 

Learning Piano as an Adult

For the love of it

reliably programmed, 
adults’ schedules are 
inevitably prone to 
interference and change, 
which can disrupt the 
rhythm and progress of  
learning. Then, too, where 
children have the quick-
ness and dexterity of… 
well, youth... adults, 
especially the more senior 
ones, discover that their 
intellectual understanding 
of a musical task typically 
outstrips their ability to 
physically execute their 
intentions on the first (or 
second or third) try. They 
want to succeed, but in 
this different and some-
what daunting new 
context, it’s not unusual 
to feel self-conscious, even 
a bit humbled. Many an 
accomplished professional 
from other fields has been 
heard to say (not without 
a hint of pride) that 
learning the piano is the 
hardest thing they have 
even done.
     Given the adult 
student persona, four 
teaching qualities are 
paramount. The first three 
are patience, patience, 
patience; the fourth, a 
healthy sense of humor. 
A light touch can go a 
long way toward defusing 
adult students’ anxieties 
and putting them at ease, 
especially in light of this 
next truth: “Lesson 
anxiety” is a fact of 
musical life. A lesson is a 
kind of performance, and 
almost no one plays as 
well at their lesson as they 
do at home.
     A collaborative, 
we’re-in-this-together 
approach is another 
quality the teacher can 

bring to the adult student 
– a coaching type of 
partnership as opposed to 
the typical teacher-child 
(“authoritarian”) mode. It 
is usually a good idea to 
give students a major 
voice in selecting the 
pieces of music and other 
skills (e.g., chords, theory, 
improvisation) they wish 
to learn. 
     Simplified versions of 
familiar, well-loved 
classics or songs can be 
extremely gratifying. It’s a 
very special satisfaction 
for students when a piece 
comes together for the 
first time and they are 
actually making music.
And here’s some more 
good news: In recent 
years, research has shown 
that studying music is 
good medicine for the 
brain—and this is 
especially true of the 
piano, with its require
ment for coordinating the 
left and right hands. 
Bringing this to adult 
students’ attention can be 
a happy discovery or an 
encouraging reminder 
when the inevitable rough 
patches come along.
     Finally, when learning 
and accomplishment seem 
slower or more difficult 
than anticipated, it’s 
helpful to cultivate the 
attitude that the process 
of learning can and should 
be just as meaningful as 
the payoff. In piano, as in 
so many areas of life, the 
journey can be its own 
reward.

Judy Gediman is a North 
Stamford pianist and teacher 
who specializes in lessons for 
adults

            s we approach       
           another Annual       
         Meeting, the North 
      Stamford Association 
faces some old issues, as 
well as some new challenges.
    As longtime residents 
are aware, the typical 
zoning problems remain. 
Directors of the NSA have 
attended a number of land 
use board meetings 
(Zoning, Planning, and 
Zoning Board of Appeals) 
to address issues that 
impact our quality of life 
in North Stamford. Our 
objections to the expan-
sion of exceptions granted 
to non-conforming parcels 
resulted in a denial of 
unrestricted approval to 
add entertainment to a 
Long Ridge Road 
restaurant’s application. 
The ZBA permitted only 
a two-year extension, thus 
allowing continued 
monitoring for violations.  
     We have also joined 
with other neighborhood 
associations in objecting 
to oversized signs on 
commercial buildings in 
several neighborhoods.
      We have continued to 
monitor the actions of the 
City of Stamford in their 
remediation efforts at 
Scofieldtown Park. As 
many NSA members will 
recall, the North Stamford 
Association hired profes-
sional consultants to 
review the findings of the 
experts hired by the city. 
In July we attended a 
public meeting hosted by 
Stamford’s engineering 

Message from the President

department, as well as 
several State agencies 
concerning the remediation 
plans submitted by the 
city. We urged that the 
project be completed 
according to the approved 
plans and that sufficient 
funds be spent in order 
to avoid the litany of 
problems associated with 
the remediation of 
Kosciusko Park in the 
South End a decade ago.
     The Bartlett Arboretum 
undertook an ambitious 
project: Constructing a 
new Education Center 
during the past year. It 
will soon be dedicated and 
the public will be invited 
to participate. Due to 
concerns expressed by 
many NSA members that 
the center could become a 
commercial enterprise, the 
NSA Board of Directors 
met with members of the 
Arboretum Board of 
Directors and received 
their assurance that the 
building will be used for 
educational purposes and 
will not become a venue 
for commercial use (hall      
rental for non educational 
endeavors.)
     Several Members 
Forums were held during 
the past year: Annual 
Candidates Forum, A 
Forum on the Proposed 
North Stamford Fire 
District; A Night with 
Mayor Pavia (Michael 
Pavia has been a member 
of the Board of Directors 
for the last five years); and 
A Forum Night With Our 

Board of Representatives 
from Districts 13, 18, 19 
& 2o.
     The NSA has encouraged 
members to test their wells 
and report the results 
voluntarily to the city 
health department in 
order to assist charting 
problems. We had 
objected to an open-ended 
proposal to pay most of 
the cost of such tests for 
all homeowners. Recent 
modifications now present 
a proposed ordinance that 
will cap the number of 
wells to be tested each 
year and also will have a 
sunset provision. The 
rationale is that it will be 
easier to re-enact the 
ordinance for a specific 
period than to repeal the 
ordinance. Such an 
approach permits review 
and oversight, assuring 
that if information is not 
forthcoming on wells the 
ordinance may not be 
necessary.
     As we move forward 
we will continue our 
efforts in these areas as 
well as street paving and 
repairs, neighborhood 
zoning issues, and traffic 
and speeding problems, 
among others. Please 
remember that we need 
your continued participation 
through payment of dues, 
a willingness to serve on 
NSA committees, and 
your attendance at forums 
and public meetings.

Tom Lombardo, 
President NSA

dentt

ell as 
cies

mediation

Boardd ofof R Repeprereeseesesenttntntntnt tatatatatatiiiivivivivees 
from Districts 13, 188, 19
& 2o.

The NSA Annual Meeting & Picnic will take place on Sept. 1o from 1-4pm at 366 Old Long Ridge Road. All members are welcome!



The 
Film 
Tax 

Credit
by Rep. Livvy Floren

O                 ver and over
               it’s said that the 
state’s top priority is job 
creation. The question 
remains: How can 
Connecticut best do that?
     Unfortunately, our 
state is already an example 
of how the government 
can be less of a help to 
business and more of a 
hindrance, with rules and 
regulations, license fees, 
permits, and nuisance 
taxes. However, given the 
current economic morass, 
government may well be 
best positioned to make 
sound investments for the 
future.
     I am a firm believer in 
providing incentives like 
business tax credits for 
companies that want to 

stay in or expand opera-
tions in the state. A good 
example is the film 
industry. According to 
Angela Miele, Vice 
President of State Tax 
Policy for the Motion 
Picture Association of 
America, the tax credit 
program has created more 
than 15,ooo direct and 
indirect jobs.
     These jobs range from 
the expected to the 
unexpected. Connecticut’s 
Department of Economic 
and Community Develop-
ment cites Connecticut as 
the location for at least 
part, if not all, of 56 films 
and 37 television series. 
The net result was more 
than $34 million in 
revenue to Connecticut 
businesses from the 
activity generated by film 
production, including 
home sales and rentals, 
museums, colleges, 
restaurants, retail estab-
lishments, in addition to 
local cities and towns who 
received building permits, 
public safety, and park 
fees.
     The ever-expanding 
ripples spill over into new 
businesses for areas like 
sound and stage sets, prop 

suppliers, location scouts, 
and completely new 
curriculums focused on 
training ready-to-hire film 
crews. Two of the very 
first rollouts for these job 
creating programs were 
UConn/Stamford and 
Norwalk Community 
College.
     In the Stamford-
Greenwich area, Blue Sky 
Studios (producers of 
“Rio,” “Horton Hears a 
Who,” and “Ice Age”) has 
grown from an advertising 
and special-effects shop to 
a full-scale feature film 
animation studio, employing 
3oo high-tech professionals. 
Why not use the Blue Sky 
example as a model for 
how government should 
search for new ways to 
attract and keep jobs in 
Connecticut?
     I hope we understand 
the need to be pro- 
business and pro-jobs, 
embracing the benefits of 
using tax credits as an 
incentive to help us escape 
the economic rut in which 
we have been stuck for the 
past few years.

Livvy Floren is the state 
representative for the 147th 
district in Greenwich and 
Stamford.

“In the Stamford-Greenwich 

area, Blue Sky Studios 

(producers of “Rio,” 

“Horton Hears a Who,” 

and “Ice Age”) has grown 

from an advertising and 

special-effects shop to a 

full-scale feature film 

animation studio...”

by Renée Kahn

he North Stamford 
Association provided the 
opportunity for its members 
to discuss important issues 
with our representatives  
from the 13th, 18th, 19th, 
and 20th districts on 
Monday, May 16th, at the 
Harry Bennett Branch of 
the Ferguson Library. In 
attendance were Harry Day, 
Ralph Loglisci, Jim Caterbone, 
Mike Raduazzo, Randy 
Skigen, Annie Selkovits 
Taylor, Andy Sklover, and 
Michael Lombardo. Each 
gave a brief description of 
their role on the board and 
the issues they considered 
most important. The 
audience then had a chance 
to ask questions, providing 
for a lively discussion of 
local concerns.
     There were several hot 
topics that kept recurring: 
Well-water quality was a 
primary concern. Who 
should be responsible for 
paying for testing of private 
wells? Who is responsible 
for ameliorating any 
contamination?
      Rep. Skigen, who also 
serves as president of the 
Board of Representatives, 
was most informative, 
urging residents to get their 
wells tested, even at 
personal expense, and then 
taking action if any prob-
lems turned up. Rep. Skigen 
emphasized that a ‘head in 
the sand’ approach wasn’t 
viable, as there were health 
and resale issues that 
should be addressed sooner 
rather than later. While at 
one time contamination 
was considered to be the 
result of unregulated 
dumping at city owned 

North Stamford Association Holds Members Forum:

Meet Your Representatives!

sites, the source is now 
believed to be the past use 
of toxic chemicals for insect 
control.
     Another topic the group 
addressed was the proposed 
fire contract. Both Reps. 
Skigen and Day felt there 
was not enough hard 
evidence to make a decision 
and that this was a very 
complex issue requiring 
more research.
     Other issues concerned 
unwanted road signs. North 
Stamford Association 
President Tom Lombardo 
pointed out that state 
statute defines such signs as 
litter, which may be 
removed from the public 
right of way by any 
resident. 
     Zoning violations and 
the process for dealing with 
them came under discus-
sion, as did the issue of high 
police salaries. Rep. Loglisci 
pointed out that a good 
deal of this money is paid 
by private contractors and 
that much of it is a result of 
overgenerous overtime 
provisions in the present 
police contract.
     Other issues that came 
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up concerned the library’s 
need for increased funding 
and whether or not the 
Scofieldtown recycling 
center should be used to 
collect garbage. Mr. Lom-
bardo pointed out that 
when the site opened, 
neighbors concerned with 
problems created by wet 
garbage were assured that 
there would be none on the 
site.
     One of the last questions 
Board members were asked 
dealt with how much time 
the job entailed. Rep. 
Skigen  said that his 
position was the equivalent 
of a full time job, while 
others said ”two to three 
evenings away from home 
at the very least.” Rep. 
Taylor ruefully commented 
that spouses and children 
bore the brunt of the 
absences. Rep. Loglisci felt 
the sacrifice well worth it. 
“I want the city to be the 
best it can be,” he stated. 
Rep. Skigen concluded by 
saying, “I keep coming 
back so I must enjoy it.”

Renée Kahn is a member of the 
Board of Directors of The 
North Stamford Association.

Representative Randy Skigan 
of the 19th District.
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          he village of 
       high ridge lies, as it 
has for centuries, within 
the hills and gorges of the 
northeastern-most pocket 
of Stamford. A new 
exhibit at The Stamford 
Historical Society at 
15o8 High Ridge Road 
beginning September 22, 
will trace the development 
of this village from it first 
settlement as an agrarian 
village in the late 17oo’s 
to the present.
     From its beginning, 
the opportunities 
presented by well-
watered lands and the 
rushing waters of the 
Mill River, which would 
be harnessed to run grist 
and lumber mills, 
provided incentives for 
settlement. Among the 
earliest settlers were 
Francis Dann and his 
wife, Elizabeth. The 
Dann name was adopted 
as the name for the 
growing community of 
Dantown in 1746, Its 
population grew steadily. 
The heavily forested land 
was cleared of massive 
trees and large boulders 
by teams of men and 
oxen. While the logs were 
sent to the saw mills to 
be cut into planks, many 
of the rocks and boulders 
provided material for the 

 P.O. High Ridge, Connecticut: 

The Evolution 
of a Country Village

Dantown Mills

High Ridge School 

foundations of early 
homes, as well as for 
walls to enclose farm-
land.
     Farming was very 
successful from the start 
and a large variety of 
crops were raised includ-
ing flax, used to make 
household linens and 
clothes; wheat; rye; 
barley; oats; corn; hay; 
and potatoes. Almost 
every farm also had a 
sizeable apple orchard, 
which produced a great 
deal of cider. Kitchen 
gardens provided fresh 
fruits and vegetables. In 
addition, many domesti-
cated livestock were kept 
including cows, sheep, 
goats, pigs and poultry.
     While the area was 
lightly settled during its 
first few decades, by the 
mid 19th century the 
village had become a 
center for cottage indus-

tries. The main industry 
was basket making. An 
abundance of ash, oak, 
and hickory trees, along 
with the many ponds, 
streams, and marshes in 
the area needed to soak 
the wood, made this 
industry an ideal choice. 
Primarily designed as 
work baskets, their 
sturdy construction made 
them highly desirable.
Best known of the High 
Ridge basket makers was 
Rezo Waters, whose 
basket making shop was 
on Ingleside Road. But 
many workshops were 
established throughout 
the community. Baskets 
from High Ridge found 
their way to markets in 
New York City, Long 
Island, the Hudson 
Valley, and along the 
Connecticut shoreline. 
Cleverly designed horse-
drawn wagons with 

corncrib-style cages 
carried tremendous loads 
to market.
     While some of the old 
basket maker workshops 
have survived to the 
present, most of them, 
along with the homes of 
the Dantown basket 
artisans, were inundated 
with the creation of 
Laurel Reservoir. The 
exhibit brings to light 
the history of this “lost” 
community. 
     Other industries that 
had early beginnings in 
High Ridge included 
shoemaking, blacksmith-
ing, barrel making and, 
of course, farming.
     Many of the large 
farms survived into the 
first decades of the 2oth 
century. One of the 
largest, called Mayapple, 
had a large peach and 
apple orchard. Its 
produce was shipped all 
over the country. 
     The founding of the 
Methodist Church in 
1841 gave the High 
Ridge settlers their first 
focal point for the 
community. It was 
established by dissidents 
from the Dantown 
Methodist Church. The 
Church was built on 
High Ridge Road and 
was later enlarged with a 
community hall, a 

structure that had once 
served as the one-room 
High Ridge Schoolhouse. 
The church was a center 
for activities such as 
church suppers, straw-
berry festivals, auctions, 
square dances, and 
theatrical events that 
took place regularly and 
were attended by all 
regardless of religious 
affiliation.
     A second center for 
the community was 
provided by the High 
Ridge Post Office, 
established in 185o in the 
old country store of 
Captain Isaac Jones on 
Trinity Pass. Jones, who 
had earned his rank as a 
result of service in the 
local militia, established 
his store in the early 
18oos and became the 
first village postmaster in 
185o. The store and post 
office were relocated by 
Jones’ son Isaac Smith, 
who succeeded him as 
postmaster at his father’s 
death in 1858. The store 
was primarily a bartering 
and trading post where 
customers could bring 
their homemade knitted 
scarves and glove, shoes, 
and baskets in exchange 
for coffee, tea, spices, 
patent medicines, and dry 
goods. Even after the 
post office closed in 1901 
with the onset of rural 
free delivery service, the 
store continued as a 
gathering place for the 
area’s residents until the 
197os.
     Two one-room 
schoolhouses were 
constructed for children 
in grades one to eight. 
The High Ridge School 
was just south of the 
intersection of Mayapple 
and High Ridge Roads. It 
closed in 1914 with the 

opening of the Willard, 
later Martha Hoyt School. 
A horse-drawn bus took 
the children to that school. 
In 1929, with the paving 
of High Ridge Road, this 
old schoolhouse became 
the Methodist Church 
Community Hall.
     The Dantown school 
was located near present-
day Laurel Road and 
Reservoir Lane. It was 
closed in 1917.
     Following World War 
II, High Ridge increasingly 
became a suburban 
residential community. 
The creation of the Laurel 
Reservoir  in the early 
192os inundated much of 
Dantown. Many of the 
older families had moved 
away. As new houses were 
constructed and large 
farms subdivided, the 
village industries faded 
into memory. 
     In 1949, the area was 
incorporated into the City 
of Stamford. However, a 
visit to the exhibit and to 
the village itself will be 
enough to convince the 
viewer that High Ridge 
still maintains its character.
The exhibit features a 
large collection of photo-
graphic material as well as 
baskets, tools, agricultural 
artifacts, the original post 
office letterbox, and other 
High Ridge materials and 
documents. Anyone with 
information or materials 
pertaining to the history 
of High Ridge village is 
urged to contact the Society 
at 2o3.329.1183 or 
history@stamfordhistory.org
     The exhibit opens on 
September 22.

Dr Thomas A Zoubek is the 
President and Executive 
Director of The Stamford 
Historical Society.



by Sally SachsLuscious Peachiness
        s i gaze at the late 
      season peaches at the 
    market, I feel a pang of 
nostalgia, remembering the 
days when “peach passion” 
overwhelmed me each 
September.
     The source of this desire, 
this mad craving, was a 
small orchard on Westover 
Road, to which my neigh-
bor, Melissa Miller, took me 
some forty years ago. Fred 
and Clara Gildermeister 
didn’t advertise, but those 
in the know came to them – 
by appointment – for the 
best of homegrown toma-
toes, apples, pears, and 
peaches. After my first trip 
there, it became an annual 
habit.
     In late August or early 
September, I would call and 
ask whether their white 
peaches were ripe. These 
peaches—Belle of Georgia, 
I think they were—are the 
absolute essence of luscious 
peachiness. Because this 
variety is so fragile, they do 
not ship well and are rarely 
found in commercial 
markets. But the taste—
ah, the taste! 
     On the appointed day, I 
would drive over to the 
small white house on 
Westover Road, my mouth 
already watering. When I 
emerged from my car, Mr. 
Gildermeister was often 
working on or in the trees 
in his backyard. He was 
probably well into his 
seventies when I first met 
him.
     I would enter the house 
through the back door, 
directly into the kitchen, 
with its old-fashioned 
linoleum floor, vintage 
refrigerator, and enamel-
topped table. The small 

terrier would bark hysteri-
cally at me and run around 
in circles. Year after year, 
Mrs. Gildermeister would 
tell me not to be afraid of 
him. And year after year, I 
would assure her that he 
didn’t scare me.
     Perhaps fifteen years 
younger than her husband, 
Mrs. Gildermeister was 
straight out of the 194o’s: 
a thin, plain-featured 
woman in a baggy cotton 
housedress, an apron, and 
sensible shoes. Most often, 
her dark hair would be 
plastered to her head in pin 
curls, each one stabbed 
through with a bobby pin. 
I doubt that a spot of 
makeup had ever touched 
her pinched features.
But she was very pleasant, 
and we always had a nice 
bit of conversation. Then 
she would lead me out to 
the porch, where my 

A
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peaches were already 
packed – a half-bushel of 
the whites and another 
half-bushel of yellow-pink 
Albertas.
     Each downy peach was 
exquisite, rosy skinned, 
bursting with juice, and 
screaming, “Eat me, eat 
me!” I would carefully load 
the baskets into my car, one 
on the floor in front, the 
other on the floor in back. 
The first time I was there, I 
started to put one basket on 
the passenger seat and was 
promptly reprimanded by 
Mr. Gildermeister, who told 
me of the customer who 
had put her basket on that 
seat, had to stop short on 
the way home, flung her 
arm to keep the basket from 
toppling, and had a terrible 
accident. Every year when I 
returned, no matter how 
promptly I placed the 
baskets on the floor of my 

car, Mr. Gildermeister 
repeated that story.
I was then instructed to 
empty the baskets as soon 
as I arrived home and 
spread the peaches out on 
trays in a single layer, so 
that they would not bruise. 
This, too, was an annual 
warning. But I understood. 
They felt an affinity for each 
of their peaches, the same as 
I feel for my homegrown 
tomatoes. Each one is 
special, and you want to 
make sure of its safety.

When I got home, I would 
transfer my golden 

gems onto trays 
and set them out 
on the porch. In 

the process, several 
would be eaten. Then 

I would separate them 
according to ripeness, the 
most ripe for immediate 
(and I do mean immediate) 
consumption and perhaps 

for a peach crumble for 
dinner. A large bowl would 
remain in the kitchen for 
the family’s casual snacking. 
For days, we would gorge 
ourselves. Peach pie, sliced 
peaches, peaches and cereal. 
Peaches, peaches, peaches.
     Then there was the 
canning, which usually 
started with my second 
batch. My friend Melissa 
had taught me how to make 
brandied peaches, and I 
always put up several quarts 
of these. The smell was 
heady and tantalizing, the 
more so because they were 
supposed to age one year 
before being eaten. I also 
canned peaches in a very 
light syrup, the resulting 
product tasting much more 
like the ripe fruit than the 
sweeter commercial prod-
ucts. We enjoyed these all 
winter long. I also froze 
containers of sliced peaches 

and several peach pies.
But best of all were the ripe 
peaches, eaten out of hand. I 
have never tasted any that 
were as good as those. I 
returned year after year, 
marveling that Mr. Gilder-
meister was still able to 
maintain his trees. He must 
have been in his early 
nineties the last time I was 
there.
     The next year, I called 
and Mrs. Gildermeister told 
me that her husband was no 
longer able to take care of 
the orchard, and they 
wouldn’t be selling fruit any 
more. I was saddened to 
think that I would never 
again be able to wallow in 
peaches each year, but I was 
even more saddened to see 
the passing of a wonderful 
and unique little business 
here in Stamford.

Ms. Sally Sachs is a member of 
the North Stamford Association.

“For days, 
  we would 
  gorge 
  ourselves. 
  Peach pie, 
  sliced peaches, 
  peaches and 
  cereal.” 
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To the Editor:

The start of the new 
fiscal year has now come 
and gone without 
Connecticut’s budget 
having been balanced, as is 
required by our State 
Constitution. 
     We have truly entered 
uncharted waters with not 
only an out-of-balance 
budget, but also with a 
proposed concession 
agreement that has been 
turned down by state 
employee unions despite a 
clear majority of members 
approving the deal. There 
is no clear course as to 
where the state is heading.
     Further compounding 
the fiscal problems we face 
are a number of new taxes 
and higher rates on existing 
taxes that went into effect 
on July 1st. The two-year 
state budget was passed in 
the legislature along party 
lines earlier this year with 
the promise that there 
would be “shared sacrifice,” 
which to most members of 
the private sector meant 
that the heavy lifting 
would be somewhat evenly 
split. Instead, we have a 
budget that includes $3.7 
billion in new taxes over 
the next two years, a four 
percent increase in state 
spending, and no agree-
ment on labor concessions 
from state employees.
     This is subject to 
change over the summer, 
but I am doubtful we will 
have a solution that right 
sizes our state government 
and does anything for our 
economic development 
outlook. We are in a very 
dangerous place and we 
need to emerge from this 
period with answers and a 
plan that will provide us 
with a brighter future. 
Unfortunately, the rapidly 
changing union by-laws 
and questions about 
another concession 

agreement leave more 
uncertainty than clarity. 
I encourage you to watch 
closely as this all unfolds 
and to help us in our quest 
to restore economic 
vitality to the state and a 
much better fiscal footing 
for generations to come.
     In the meantime, the 
taxes increased on July 1st 
include the general sales 
tax rate rising from 6 
percent to 6.35 percent; 
the hotel tax rising from 
12 percent to 15 percent; 
the tax on rental cars 
rising from 6 percent to 
9.35 percent; and a new 
luxury sales tax of 7 
percent applied to the total 
amount of the purchase of 
certain motor vehicles, 
vessels, jewelry, and 
articles of clothing or 
footwear. This list goes on 
to incorporate changes to 
the income tax, estate tax, 
corporate surcharge, 
hospital tax, and many 
others, which added up to 
more than 75 separate 
new taxes or increased tax 
rates.
     The income tax alone 
has once again been 
increased and will now 
consist of three additional 
brackets, raising taxes on 
individuals earning 
$5o,ooo to those among 
the highest earners in the 
state. Notably, the income 
tax hike is retroactive to 
January 1, 2o11. That 
means, beginning in 
August, families through-
out the state will see a 
sharp decrease in their 
paychecks—sacrificing 
more—while state govern-
ment maintains its dispro-
portionately high levels of 
spending at taxpayer 
expense.
     The State of Connecti-
cut is being promoted as 

“open for business,” but 
with the number of new 
taxes and uncompetitive 
tax rates already in place, 

and a lack of regulatory 
reform, I find it difficult to 
see how business leaders 
would decide in favor of 
moving to our state or 
staying if they are already 
here. The state lost 41oo 
jobs last month alone. Add 
to this that Connecticut’s 
economic recovery 
typically lags 18 months 
behind that of the nation, 
and unemployment 
remains at over 9 percent. 
In an already high cost 
state, the budget has 
exacerbated an unsustain-
able fiscal situation, 
leaving businesses and 
families to rethink whether 
they should stay in 
Connecticut, which is one 
of the very few states 
bucking the national trend 
of providing for a fiscal 
future that makes sense 
and includes pro-growth 
and pro-jobs strategies. 
     On the spending side of 
the budget, there was a lot 
of talk about proposed 
cuts and major restructur-
ing, but months later those 
plans were not realized. 
Under the plan signed by 
the Governor, the state’s 
General Fund budget is 
actually on target to grow 
by four percent over the 
next two fiscal years, 
equating to nearly $1 
billion in new spending. At 
this point, it looks like the 
taxpayer will be picking 
up the vast majority of this 
incremental obligation 
while government 
sacrifices very little.
     When state employees 
rejected the initial conces-
sion package, the Gover-
nor issued hundreds of 
pink slips, threatened 
55oo layoffs and the 
elimination of 1ooo      
unfilled positions, and 
proposed additional 
unilateral budget cuts. If a 
state employee concession 
agreement can be reached, 
many if not all of the pink 

slips could be rescinded, 
budget cuts restored, and 
the four percent growth in 
our state budget realized. 
However, as each day 
passes, this uncertainty 
further places in jeopardy 
Connecticut’s ability to 
stabilize the economy, give 
decision makers confidence 
to invest and hire, as well 
as maximize immediate 
and long-term growth 
potential.
     As we continue to cope 
with the worst recession of 
our time, it is my hope 
that the Governor exhibits 
his best leadership abilities 
and is decisive going 
forward. Without strong 
fiscal solvency, economic 
vigor and growth in jobs, 
people and businesses will 
continue to suffer. Only by 
refocusing government on 
its core functions, reducing 
tax liabilities and fostering 
private sector business and 
job growth will Connecticut 
be able to navigate itself 
out of these unknown and 
unstable waters.

State Senator 
L. Scott Frantz

~~~~~

To the Editor:

On may 31, Ms. Cynthia 
Reeder, member of the 
Historic Neighborhood 
Preservation Program 
(HNNP) Board; Marshall 
Millsap, chair of the Old 
Long Ridge Historical 
District Commission; and 
I, an alternate member of 
the Old Long Historic 
District Commission and 
member of the HNPP 
Board, drove up to Hart-
ford to meet with officers 
of the Connecticut Com-
mission on Culture and 
Tourism. The meeting 
lasted two hours with 
Executive Director Kip 
Bergstrom; the director of 
that office’s Historic 
Preservation and Museum 
Division, David Bahlman; 
and Mary Dunne, Local 
Government Grants 
Coordinator.
     The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss 
areas of common concern. 
Signage, cemetery and 
structures of historical or 
architectural interest 
preservation, and related 
matters were discussed. 
Various grant categories 
were described. Most 
notable was the suggestion 
that the Old Long Ridge 
Historical District Com-
mission and the HNPP 
consider developing an 
Historic Trail brochure 
(with signage) from 
Bedford (even though in 
New York) through 
Stamford to Long Island 
Sound. The trail would not 
only identify historic 
homes and churches, but 
also notable architectural 
structures such as 
Stamford’s Raymond 
Loewy Lord and Taylor 
building.
     A frequent topic in the 
discussion was the weak-
ness of an historic 
consciousness in Stamford 

and how that problem 
might be counteracted. 
Historical signs, school 
and college activities, and 
the aforementioned 
historical trail were 
mentioned in this regard.
Anyone interested in being 
involved in developing 
these initiatives, please 
contact HNPP member 
Ms. Renée Kahn at 
2o3.322.6671 or 
rkahnhnpp@optonline.net.

Mr. Robert S. Robins

~~~~~

To the Editor:

It is difficult to under-
stand the indifference of 
the City of Stamford to the 
burned- out lights on High 
Ridge Road north of the 
Merritt Parkway.
     I raised my concern at 
several public meetings 
over the years about safety 
on this major thoroughfare 
but nothing is ever done 
about it. On any given 
evening, one can observe 
four to nine street lights 
not burning.
     Surely, this lights-out 
situation is not an 
economy measure. Some 
lights north of Mayapple 
burn all day long. Light-
posts are there for a 
reason: Road safety. There 
have been numerous 
accidents, some with 
deaths, in these dark areas. 
We have elderly friends 
who fear driving on High 
Ridge Road at night.
The problem could be 
corrected by a regular 
maintenance schedule by 
CL&P crews. Also, police 
patrols could easily report 
outages as they make their 
rounds. What, then, is the 
problem?!

Mr. William O’Brien
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