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As far as Hartford is 
concerned, so far we haven’t 
heard anything bad. The 
legislature and governor have 
not backed off of funding any 
of our big projects.

What are property taxes 
going to look like in July? 
When is the next assessment? 
Is there any move to make it 
sooner, while property  
values are lower?

Mayor Pavia:  It depends 
on what the Departments 
of Finance and Board of 
Education do: If they do not 
change the budget that I have 
recommended, there will 
be a less than three percent 
property tax increase. Last 
year, it was five percent. The 
new assessment will take 
place in 2012.

What does the commercial tax base look like?

Mayor Pavia: Solid, although there has been an 
increase in the vacancy rate. It’s now 24 percent. 
Before the recession, it was 17 percent. Stamford 
currently receives about 50 percent if its property 
tax revenue from commercial properties.

If the federal government gave you $100 million 
with no strings attached, what would you do 
with it?

Mayor Pavia: That’s a good question. I would 
look at the outside agencies we just discussed and 
find a way to make them whole. I would create 
sustainability. I would reach out to the community. 
There is a lot I would like to do primarily with 
infrastructure improvements. 

Let’s turn to North Stamford. Power distribution 
is a problem. Is anything going to be different the 
next time we have a big storm?

Mayor Pavia: Yes. We 
must break the mold. This 
last storm was the most 
destructive storm that we 
have ever encountered. Our 
current protocol is for city 
operations to go out to 54 
sectors following a storm 
and check for damage. If 
there are obstructions, the 
city moves them if there are 
no electrical wires. If there 
are wires, we have to wait 
for CL&P to move them, 
which could take days.

In this last storm, because 
local crews were limited, we 
were hamstrung with clearing 
trees and roads with wires 
entangled. Our city operations 
team came in and combined 
forces with CL&P crews and 
helped them prioritize and 
streamline the repair effort. 

CL&P crews were assigned to our City highway 
and trees crews and they became more efficient 
and productive. The power company did not fight 
us on that. In the future, we will see more of this 
cooperation.

The roads are all beat up in North Stamford. How 
will you address this?

Mayor Pavia: We’ll be attacking road repair on a 
comprehensive basis. We have a repair program 
in place. Our key infrastructure priority in the next 
year will be to repair sidewalks and roads. Each 
road currently has a crew assigned to it. That crew 
reports conditions regularly. We then decide what to 
patch, what to repair, and what needs to be repaved. 
Stamford hires private contractors to do repaving, 
which turns out to be much cheaper than having the 
city do the work.                       

* Continued on page 12
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* Continued from page 13

dumped in a 50-gallon drums or simply poured 
into the ground.  The TRC report suggested that the 
contamination may have been caused by surface-
level termite control, but TRC never tested surface-
level soil near home foundations to prove this 
hypothesis.

Currently, the City is discussing a more 
comprehensive study with Professor Gary Robbins 
of UConn intended to answer several unanswered 
questions.  The UConn study would help show 
the direction of bedrock water flow, since it is 
independent of surface topography, and this could 
help determine the direction and speed of bedrock 
water contamination.  Dr. Robbins would also test 
surface soil to explore the termite poison hypothesis, 
and would examine the seasonality of water levels 
and develop a three-dimensional understanding 
of underground recharge basins.  The NSCCE has 
lobbied the City to expand the UConn study in 
these and other critical areas.

So what does this all mean?  Stamford is “the city 
that works,” and like many post-industrial areas, 
we have a problem that needs to be quantified 
and addressed.  Failure to tackle the issue could 
lead to continued widespread threats to public 
health.  Our property values could be impacted.  
We believe this really is a case where an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.  We don’t 
know the geographic extent of contamination, and 
we don’t have proof of it moving within the 
aquifer.  We do need to determine both.  We don’t 
know the source or sources of contamination – if 
we can determine these, the courts can hold those 
parties responsible and shift the financial burden 
away from resident taxpayers.  We don’t know 
the best way to remediate the drinking water 
– it might be homeowner filtration systems or it 
might be municipal water mains.  Neither is cheap, 
and neither is perfect.  Visit our website at www.
NSCCE.org for more information.

Jay Crutcher and Joanna Manley-Moore
North Stamford
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What’s happening with the contaminated well 
water in the Scofieldtown Road area?

Mayor Pavia: This is my number one focus. I 
have a report that details the findings regarding 
the sources of contamination. There are two main 
questions: How do we help those who are affected, 
and what do we do with the old dump?

We will be hearing the state’s recommendations 
shortly. I think the problem will turn out to be largely 
a matter of capping and grading the existing dump 
and extending the berm. But I want to take it one 
step further to give residents a level of comfort so 
that this won’t be a problem again. I met with the 
EPA on this. If the state says we need to do x, y and z, 
I plan on extending those recommendations. I want 
to comprehensively re-grade the area so that water is 
drained off rather than through the site.

There is a pool of money in Rep. Carlo Leone’s (chair 
of the bonding subcommittee of the Finance, Revenue 
and Bonding Committee of the state legislature) 
committee that we hope will become available to pay 
for much of the work. The state will pick up between 
50 and 80 percent of the cost and we’re also seeking 
help from the Federal government.

We will be expanding well water testing in accordance 
with protocol and the recommendations of the state 
DEP and state Department of Health. We are engaging 
the University of Connecticut to expand its study. 
We are working with State Representative William 
Tong and Lt. Governor Fedele and Congressman Jim 
Himes on solutions and the possibility of funding for 

this project. We are also planning an information fair 
to bring the various experts directly to the residents to 
get their questions answered. We’re also considering 
implementing a filtering protocol and filtration.

Any thought to garbage pickup in North Stamford?

Mayor Pavia: The city currently picks up single-
stream recyclables, which is our biggest component 
of trash and is very easy for residents to participate. 
Over thirty items can now be recycled using one 
trash bin. With more advertising, education and 
distribution of toters, I expect that 70 percent of all 
household waste will be picked out and recycled.  This 
summer, we may start to look at more comprehensive 
trash pickup in North Stamford.  

What is happening with the volunteer fire  
departments?

Mayor Pavia: That is priority 1-A in tandem with 
the well water issue.  The task force I formed that 
is headed by Bobby Valentine who’s doing a great 
job moving this issue toward a resolution. And I am 
awaiting their recommendation. 

How are you dealing with such a high-pressure job?

Mayor Pavia:  I come in every day in a “can do,” 
public service mindset fixed on doing what is best 
for the residents of Stamford.  At the end of the day, I 
walk out the door knowing I’ve given my best to do 
what’s right and what’s most beneficial for the City 
of Stamford. It’s a very trying job to say the least but 
there is a lot of solace, peace and reward in knowing 
you’ve given it your best effort every day.

NSA Interview with Mike Pavia Continued...

Then it as off to Arkansas to train soldiers on the 
rifle field. Tired of travel, Mort volunteered to ship 
overseas, where he would up in an ordinance depot 
in Naples, running a POW camp as an intelligence 
officer. That’s the Army.

At war’s end, Mort closed the depot, hopped a ship 
in Liverno to the States, got off the boat in New 
York and rushed to have a hamburger. He returned 
to the Midwest and enrolled at the University 
of Missouri under the GI Bill. Mort enrolled in 
the journalism program and was soon editing 
the school’s magazine, “Show Me.” He sold ads, 
drew cartoons, wrote copy, and printed photos of 
beautiful women to build up circulation. But the 
school balked at his unconventional re-styling of 
the magazine and kicked him out of the History of 
Journalism course. He wound up graduating with 
a different major and went to New York, where the 
rich people lived.

“That was the center of syndication,” recalls Mr. 
Walker. “I started doing gag cartoons for the 
Saturday Evening Post, Colliers, The Ladies Home 
Journal. Open houses were held on Wednesdays. 
Forty or fifty of us made the rounds to the 
magazines, hawking our cartoons. By the end of 
my first year in New York, I was the top-selling 
cartoonist in America.”

Mort married in 1954 and moved to New Jersey. At 
that time, an editor at the Saturday Evening Post 
named John Bailey suggested that Mort do a series 
of cartoons about college life, which he did, which 
was picked up by King Features.

“I came up with a character who always wore 
his hat over his head called Spider Bailey. John 
said, ‘that’s funny, but we have another strip with 
a character named Spider.’ So I picked another 
insect.”

“Beetle Bailey” was born. But the college theme 
did not sell, so Mort changed his theme to the 

Korean War. The war was heating up at the time. 
Mort introduced Beetle’s sister, Lois, in several 
strips, and so “Hi and Lois” was born as a second 
running series. Mort drew and wrote Beetle Bailey, 
wrote Hi and Lois, and got an artist named Dick 
Browne to draw it.

Today, about 1800 newspapers in 52 countries 
serving 200 million readers a day print Beetle 
Bailey. Mort runs what is now a family business 
out of his home. He and his four sons write the 
gags and draw the cartoons, along with Dick 
Brown’s son.

Besides his cartoons, Mort was the driving force in 
the creation of the Cartoon Museum.

“It’s had a peripatetic history,” notes Mort. “In 1974, 
we opened it in Greenwich. In 1976, we moved it 
to an abandoned castle in Rye Brook. The guy who 
invented reinforced concrete gave us $60,000 to 
buy the building. We were there for fifteen years, 
but it was a hard building to maintain. We closed 
and moved to Palm Beach, which gave us an acre 
of land and helped fund construction of the new 
museum. I designed the building. It opened in 
1992.

“At our peak, we had over 200,000 cartoons, all of 
them donated. Marvell Comics was our big donor, 
but they went bankrupt and we had to sell the 
building for half of what we paid to build it.”

Mort brought the collection back to Stamford 
where it rests today, packed in crates and boxes.

“Ohio State University has a cartoon research 
department. They have a 100,000 square foot 
building that they have donated for a new cartoon 
museum called Sullivan Hall Museum of Cartoon 
Art. We have raised $20 million and will be moving 
our collection to what I hope will be its final 
home.”

An impressive feat. As Sergeant Snorkel might 
say, “@!!*.”



The love for the stately character and inimitable 
beauty of tall trees turns to fear when they 

come falling down and crush your property. If 
the tree belongs to your neighbor or to the town, 
the mess is even bigger. There is the destruction 
and also the clean-up. I didn’t know how lucky I 
was that the town came and cleaned up after the 
first storm. The mess from a second storm still 
remains.

In the April 13th storm, a tree that technically 
belonged to the the town fell into my front yard, 
and took out two fences and some boxwoods; I 
had about $1,500.00 in repair and clean-up. The 
town came and removed the trunk from the front 
of my property and cleared away what I had 
piled on the street. 

After the May 8th wind-storm, I was very 
generous in letting my neighbors pile their sawn-
off branches onto my property. I am at the dead-
end and it just seemed like there was more room. 
The fact that the fallen tree was blocking our end 
of the street, spanned three properties, and that 
it had decimated one car and covered two others 
made me forget about clean-up issues. No one on 
the street had electricity...the wires were literally 
yanked off my house at one end of the street 
and off the house at the other end of the street. 
Luckily, some of the guys on the street cleared 
the road themselves and electricity was restored 
by Sunday night. I figured the town was coming 
to tidy up and move the piles we’d made.

This has not been the case. It seems the town 
cleaned up the debris from the May 8th storm 
and a lot of unrelated debris as well. This caused 
quite an uproar according to two arborists I 
spoke to. Tree businesses not only lost out on 
the income they might have garnered from the 
storm, but tax-payers wound up paying for 
removal of non-storm debris; it seems some 
homeowners took advantage of the situation. I 
am sure the town’s budget for such expense was 
depleted after the first storm also. So it looks we 
will be individually responsible for the clean-up 
from the second event. 

If there is a tree adjacent to your property that 
poses an obvious hazard and if you inform 
your neighbor and your neighbor chooses to do 
nothing, there is potential negligence and liability 
on behalf of your neighbor. Consider sending a 
warning letter registered return receipt.
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 Fallen Tree Stories
By Alexandria Davis
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Villa Maria emphasizes positive 
social interaction and development; 
developing each student’s 
curriculum to his/her individual 
needs; and hosting enrichment 
programs throughout the year, 
such as a recent author’s visit by 
Leslie Bulion and a performance 
by the improvisational theatre 
group, the Barry Halpin Players. 
In addition, Villa Maria holds 
seminars throughout the year for 
parents of special needs children to 
provide information and updates on 
the latest developments in special 
education.

Villa Maria is offering a five-week summer 
program. The full program will consist of a 
combination of three, hour long classes to include 
reading, language and writing, and a math 
class. Classes will be taught primarily by special 
education teachers.

As a non-profit organization, the school is 
always seeking volunteers and donations to 
assist with programs such as our Annual Fund 
Drive, scholarship program, and Spring Gala. 
Villa Maria makes a world of difference for its 
students through the simple act of teaching them 
to read. We invite others to join us in opening up 
that world for our students.

For more information about the school or 
volunteering, contact Dan Friedman at 
dfriedman@villamariaedu.org or 203-322-5886.
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Given the suburban character of most 
of North Stamford, it is hard to realize 

that as recently as the 1950s, the area 
was dotted with farms, most of which 
were converted to housing tracts after 
World War II. High taxes that came into 
being largely because of the development 
potential of the area drove out most of the 
marginal farmers, leaving behind only 
the wealthier gentleman farmers, often 
New York City-based owners of large-acre, 
open-space farms.

The last working farm we remember was 
Golden’s Poultry Farm on Rockrimmon 
Road, where the elderly Dr. and Mrs. 
Golden (he was a retired chemist) sold fresh 
eggs from their back door.

While farming has all but disappeared in 
North Stamford, the barns that marked 
their presence have not. This fall, the 
Historic Neighborhood Preservation 
Program invited fifteen local photographers 
to explore the city in search of picturesque 
barns to record. The results of their work 
was recently seen in the Mayor’s Gallery 
on the 10th floor of the Government 
Center. Included in the exhibit is the work 
of North Stamford Association board 
member Mark Diamond and his wife, 
Meg Tocantins. Other North Stamford 
residents who participated in the event 
included Christine Irvin, a resident of Old 
Long Ridge Village, and Bob and Michael 
Callahan of Thornridge Drive.
Renée Kahn is Director,  
Historic Neighborhood  
Preservation Program, Inc.

By Renée Kahn
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Barn Consciousness Raising in North Stamford
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 Membership per 
 household:

 Gifts $ 25 
 Sponsor $ 50
 Patron $100
 Benefactor $125 +

North Stamford
A S S O C I A T I O N

NSA MEMBERSHIP
Join your neighbors who are already 
working to help the community.  
Please complete the membership  
form and mail it to us with a check.

If you would like more  
information, phone us at
(203) 329-2498 or e-mail us at 
North@NorthStamford.com.

Mission Statement
 
The purpose of the Association is to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of life in North Stamford, identified as all areas north of the Merritt 
Parkway and within the limits of the City of Stamford. The mission of the Association shall include, but not be limited to: 

•  seeking to ensure a fair share of city services commensurate with the 
taxes paid for North Stamford;

•  protecting the integrity and seeking to ensure the appropriateness of 
land use regulations and decisions, including, but not limited to, the 
regulations and decisions of the Planning, Zoning, Zoning Appeals 
and Environmental Protection Boards of the City of Stamford;

•  encouraging the enhancement of the quality and availability of  
educational opportunities in North Stamford;

•  promoting communication among the residents of North Stamford;

•  maintaining the natural beauty of North Stamford, and;

•  advocating the need to preserve, protect and defend the natural resources 
and environment within North Stamford and its surrounding communities.

NSA MEMBERSHIP - YEAR 2010
 

North Stamford Association Membership Dues

Please complete this form and mail it to:  
P.O. Box 16830, Stamford, CT 06905

 name

 address

 city                                  state        zip

 phone         fax

 e-mail

The facts and opinions asserted in 06903 North Stamford News are those of the authors.

Please send your  
Letters to the Editor to:  
NSA 
P.O. Box 16830
Stamford, CT 06905

Announcement for All You Veterans
 North Stamford News / Spring 20106

Villa Maria School

On a hill at 161 Skymeadow Drive in a pastoral setting sits The Villa 
Maria School. A non-denominational, co-educational day school 

for children with learning disabilities, Villa Maria was first opened by 
the Bernardine Franciscan Sisters in 1965 as an after-school and summer 
program for students in the Stamford area. In 1973, it was established as a 
full-time day school.

It was accredited as a school for students with 
learning disabilities by the Connecticut State 
Department of Education in 1980. Students 
come from all across Fairfield and Westchester 
Counties, with some travelling each day from as 
far away as New York City. In small classes with 
a 4:1 student-teacher ratio, the school’s mission 
is to develop the full potential of students who 
are learning disabled with a focus on academic 
achievement and self-advocacy.

Our ultimate goal is to facilitate a student’s return 
to an independent or public school armed with 
the tools and skills necessary to continue their 
education in a mainstream setting Most of our 
alumni have gone on to achieve college degrees 
with many earning higher level degrees and a 
few receiving doctorates.

The following is the first in a series of articles that
North Stamford News will publish about schools in our area.
by Dan Friedman 
Development Officer, Villa Maria School

City of Stamford “Additional Veterans Property Tax 
Exemption Ordinance No. 1091” offers additional 

property tax exemptions to qualified veterans and their 
widowed spouses.  This can reduce the assessed value 
of your homes.

To qualify, you must file a completed Form DD214 with 
the town clerk before October 1, 2010.  Your household 
income must not exceed the maximum qualifying income 
limits which, for the 2009 calendar year, is $120,000 for 
married couples and $100,000 for individuals.

You may qualify for this exemption in addition to 
the State Veterans’ property tax exemption.  Proof of 
income is required (contact the town clerk for their 
requirements).  The exemption will take effect with the 
tax bills due July 1, 2011. 

Qualified applicants must re-file every two years to 
maintain the additional exemption.  To request an 
application, call City of Stamford Taxation Services at 
(203) 977-5888.
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To the Editor:

The North Stamford Concerned Citizens for the 
Environment (NSCCE) is a not-for-profit group of 
area homeowners with two goals: To ensure that all 
residents have clean drinking water and to remediate 
the sources of groundwater contamination so that 
our families can be safe.

Recently, evidence of toxic pesticides and other 
contaminants in well water have gotten a great 
deal of attention. Unfortunately, nothing is 
immediately clear. We don’t know the geographic 
extent of the danger, we don’t know what it 
might cost to solve the problem, and while there 
are several possible sources of the pollution, we 
don’t know who should be held responsible. The 
NSCCE is seeking answers based on science, 
without regard to political affiliation or bias. We 
know there are severe financial constraints that 
complicate the issue, but believe that the costs of 
inaction are far greater.

We know that there are several clusters of residential 
wells in the area contaminated with dieldrin and 
chlordane, and we know that contamination has 
been found as far north as Briar Brae Road and 
as far south as Wire Mill Road. We don’t have a 
clear contamination map – there are thousands of 
untested wells throughout North Stamford, and the 
City’s map oversimplifies the situation by showing 
trace detections as “not contaminated.”

Chlordane is thirty times more toxic than arsenic 
and dieldrin is more than 6,000 times more toxic 
than cyanide, so even trace detections are of 
concern. After more than forty years of dumping, 
the Scofieldtown Yard landfill was closed in 1970, 
and almost immediately, the site began to attract 
the attention of government officials. Numerous 
investigations were conducted over the years, 
including a periodic effort to study drinking 
well water in the immediately adjacent homes. 
In December 2008, a Site Reassessment detected 
dangerous levels of banned pesticides in surface 
soil at the public park section of the site. So in 2009, 
the park was closed.

Mayor Dan Malloy appointed a taskforce of residents 
and elected officials. He charged the City to work 

with State agencies to develop a two-pronged 
strategy. First, the city health department began 
testing drinking well water for contamination. 
Second, the city department of operations was asked 
to determine whether the Scofieldtown dump is the 
source of that contamination, as was suspected by 
many, including the EPA.

The well testing program looked at roughly 200 
homes, and ended in early March of this year. In 
2009, Mayor Michael Pavia authorized a $92,000 
contract with TRC Environmental consultants to 
determine whether the former dump was the 
source of contamination. The NSCCE believes 
that the TRC study was incomplete. For example, 
TRC did a “ground penetrating radar” scan of 
the landfill in November, but its equipment is 
best suited to finding 500+ gallon underground 
storage tanks, and in many areas, was only able to 
“see” seven feet deep. Pesticides would have been 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

* Continued on 14

Beetle Bailey and Hi and 
Lois haven’t aged a day 

in fifty years. Mort Walker 
has. But to meet the creator 
of these and other famous 
cartoons, you would think he 
was the same lieutenant who 
worked for Army intelligence 
in a POW camp during 
World War II. Mr. Walker is 
sharp, funny, full of piss and 
vinegar.

Mort has lived on Studio Road 
in North Stamford since 1980 
in architect and Mt. Rushmore 
builder Gutzon Borglum’s old 
home, which Mort bought for 
400 grand. Born in Kansas 
in 1923, his family moved 
around the country because 
his dad was an architect for 
oil companies. His dad also 
wrote poems for the Kansas City Star, and his 
mom was an illustrator for the Kansas City 
Journal.

Mort followed in his parents footsteps and began 
sending cartoons that he had drawn to publications 
all across the country. By age fifteen, he had sold 
about 300 of his cartoons. His average pay rate: 
Eight dollars a cartoon. Flushed by his early 
success, he dropped out of high school in order to 
create cartoons full-time.

But then the Kansas City Journal, which was 
publishing his first series called “Line Juices” about 
sailors, folded. So Mort re-entered high school, then 
Kansas City Junior College. At that time, he got his 
first full-time job at Hallmark, the greeting card 
company as an assisting artist. One day, he was 
called upstairs for an interview for a prominent 
job. He told his bosses that he did not like their 

cards: They were too flowery and appealed only to 
women. Despite his brashness, maybe because of 
it, Hallmark hired him to do a series of humorous 
cards for soldiers. His pay rate: One buck a card.

After completing junior college, Mort enrolled at 
the University of Missouri. But he was not there 
a year before he was drafted in 1943 as a buck 
private. He did basic training for the Army Air 
Force in Florida, was then sent to radio repair 
school, was then sent to draw posters and was 
then sent to engineering school, where he flunked 
out and ordered to the South Pacific.

The Army made him a scout but (naturally) he 
was nearsighted. So they sent him to California 
to learn how to help land planes on islands. The 
day before he was to ship out, Mort wisely signed 
up for officer’s training school. He became a 
lieutenant and went to Ft. Benning.

Interview with Mort Walker
by Mark Diamond
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Is being Mayor of Stamford what you expected?

Mayor Pavia: It’s a lot like “Groundhog Day.,” 
the movie in which the protagonist resolves the 
same problems day after day in new ways. Lots of 
meetings. Lots of discussions. The budget period 
has been particularly intense. But normally, there 
is an ebb and flow to this job, which I am looking 
forward to.

The transition from Mayor Malloy’s administration 
seems to have gone smoothly. You were hit with 
some natural disasters right off the bat but you 
hit the ground running. How did that happen?

Mayor Pavia: I was in Government a long time. I 
was public works director under Mayor Esposito 
and head of the Environmental Protection Board 
under Mayor Clapes. I know who to go to in order 
to get things done.

How does it look as far as spending and income go for 
the city? Why did the bond rating go down? What’s 
happening in Hartford that’s going to affect us?

Mayor Pavia: It has been an extremely difficult 
budget process. The country and the state are in 
a difficult economic environment and Stamford is 
not immune. If we continued at the City’s spending 
levels of the past several years, we would have 
had a 12 percent property tax increase. That’s not 
acceptable. Since most costs are tied to salaries and 
benefits, the only way to make the budget work was 
to impose layoffs and cutbacks to every department 
and outside agency. The City department heads 
have been understanding and the unions are 
cooperating.

Our layoffs were painful. People have been here a 
long time. Largely, employment cuts are coming 
from not filling currently unfilled positions. That 

policy has been extended to the police and fire 
departments. About 55 percent of job cuts will come 
from unfilled positions, and 45 percent from actual 
layoffs. In total, 49 people will be laid off out of over 
1,500 City Employees.

We have also cut the stipends and funding for many 
outside agencies, such as the Ferguson Library, the 
Yerwood Center, the Stamford Symphony, and the 
Stamford Center for the Arts. In total, we cut about 
two million dollars from these agencies, or about 25 
percent of their overall budgets.

In the future, we will be relying on alternate ways 
to run these entities: We will look to raise money 
privately, largely from the business community. 
Companies have stepped up in a big way. I 
think we will come up with innovative ways of 
supplementing the cuts we had to make.

For example, I will be making a personal effort to 
match agencies to regular donors in order to create 
endowments that will supplement these agencies on 
a regular basis so that they do not have to scramble 
for money every year. When Brooke Astor fell in 
love with the New York Public Library, she formed 
a group to create an endowment. I want the City of 
Stamford to do that.

Our new budget contains $30 million for capital 
projects. Last year, it was $50 million. Our bond 
credit rating has declined slightly, largely because 
the credit situation is tight overall. I think we need 
to take a time out to prioritize capital projects and 
rebuild our rainy day fund, a drop in which also 
led to the small drop in our bond rating. When we 
took office, the city’s rainy day fund was $2 million; 
it should be $10 million. The rainy day fund, 
incidentally, is used strictly to pay for operations, 
not capital improvements.

NSA Interview with The Mayor
Michael A. Pavia, native son of Stamford, board member of the North 
Stamford Association, is our city’s 30th mayor. I spoke with the mayor 
about his goals for Stamford in general and North Stamford in particular.
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I guess the first sunny weekend this year brought home to me 
one of the perennial problems of living in North Stamford– use of 
excessively noisy garden machines at unsocial hours.

Full disclosure:  I use a power mower once every seven to ten days 
in the summer and a leaf blower in the Fall.  I use them during 
weekday mornings, when few people are sitting outside.
We chose to live in North Stamford because we thought it would 
give us a good blend of rural serenity while being close to big city 
amenities.  Forget the serenity bit.  On Friday, a team of contractors 
pulled up to a neighbor at 3:00 P.M. and used three leaf blowers 
at the same time to chase every last leaf off the property for 2 ½ 
hours.  (The lady of the house sensibly went out as soon as they 
arrived but was not troubled by visiting an aural apocalypse on 
the neighbors.)

Truly, with three machines going at the same time, La Guardia 
Airport would have seemed like a monastery garden.  The same 
thing happened today (Saturday) at 5:00.  And so it goes.

I recognize that people want their properties to look nice.  Working 
hard restricts the time we have to look after our properties.  But 
surely even the homeowners that make noise at unsocial times or 
in thoughtless volumes want a bit of peace and quiet, too.

I am no fan of big government or reams of petty regulation that 
the police and City Hall would have to enforce.  But I think it 
might be an idea for the North Stamford Association to draft a 
code of conduct to circulate to residents.  Maybe that will trigger 
a more thoughtful approach and a change of behavior.  This code 
would ask folks to think about what they want their property 
to look like?  Are they doing too much and paying for it?  Must 
property be 100 percent leaf-free during the summer?  Will that 
lawn ever look like centre court at Wimbledon?  Decide how 
much noise and gas you want to use to maintain your property.

Please avoid using machines after 6:00 on Thursday and Friday.  
Stop using them after 2:00 on Saturday and not at all on Sunday.  
Tell your contractors to avoid these hours.

See what machines your contractors use.  Are they modern, low-
noise and gas efficient?  Give preference to contractors who use 
electric machines.  Consider occasionally using a rake and broom.  
(Fat chance!)  Above all, show consideration for your neighbors.  
For me, the noise we make to maintain our lawns is far more 
intrusive than aircraft noise.

Stuart Downie
North Stamford

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Our recent terrible storm damage 
and power outage should 
certainly show an immediate 
need for a cell phone tower in 
our area. We can’t afford to be cut 
off from communications when 
our house phones don’t work. 
Our cell phones do not work 
in our house. This emergency 
has proven it. Suppose this was 
a terror attack and we had no 
communications and no Internet?  
What then!?
Dan Roberts

North Stamford

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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As far as Hartford is 
concerned, so far we haven’t 
heard anything bad. The 
legislature and governor have 
not backed off of funding any 
of our big projects.

What are property taxes 
going to look like in July? 
When is the next assessment? 
Is there any move to make it 
sooner, while property  
values are lower?

Mayor Pavia:  It depends 
on what the Departments 
of Finance and Board of 
Education do: If they do not 
change the budget that I have 
recommended, there will 
be a less than three percent 
property tax increase. Last 
year, it was five percent. The 
new assessment will take 
place in 2012.

What does the commercial tax base look like?

Mayor Pavia: Solid, although there has been an 
increase in the vacancy rate. It’s now 24 percent. 
Before the recession, it was 17 percent. Stamford 
currently receives about 50 percent if its property 
tax revenue from commercial properties.

If the federal government gave you $100 million 
with no strings attached, what would you do 
with it?

Mayor Pavia: That’s a good question. I would 
look at the outside agencies we just discussed and 
find a way to make them whole. I would create 
sustainability. I would reach out to the community. 
There is a lot I would like to do primarily with 
infrastructure improvements. 

Let’s turn to North Stamford. Power distribution 
is a problem. Is anything going to be different the 
next time we have a big storm?

Mayor Pavia: Yes. We 
must break the mold. This 
last storm was the most 
destructive storm that we 
have ever encountered. Our 
current protocol is for city 
operations to go out to 54 
sectors following a storm 
and check for damage. If 
there are obstructions, the 
city moves them if there are 
no electrical wires. If there 
are wires, we have to wait 
for CL&P to move them, 
which could take days.

In this last storm, because 
local crews were limited, we 
were hamstrung with clearing 
trees and roads with wires 
entangled. Our city operations 
team came in and combined 
forces with CL&P crews and 
helped them prioritize and 
streamline the repair effort. 

CL&P crews were assigned to our City highway 
and trees crews and they became more efficient 
and productive. The power company did not fight 
us on that. In the future, we will see more of this 
cooperation.

The roads are all beat up in North Stamford. How 
will you address this?

Mayor Pavia: We’ll be attacking road repair on a 
comprehensive basis. We have a repair program 
in place. Our key infrastructure priority in the next 
year will be to repair sidewalks and roads. Each 
road currently has a crew assigned to it. That crew 
reports conditions regularly. We then decide what to 
patch, what to repair, and what needs to be repaved. 
Stamford hires private contractors to do repaving, 
which turns out to be much cheaper than having the 
city do the work.                       

* Continued on page 12
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* Continued from page 13

dumped in a 50-gallon drums or simply poured 
into the ground.  The TRC report suggested that the 
contamination may have been caused by surface-
level termite control, but TRC never tested surface-
level soil near home foundations to prove this 
hypothesis.

Currently, the City is discussing a more 
comprehensive study with Professor Gary Robbins 
of UConn intended to answer several unanswered 
questions.  The UConn study would help show 
the direction of bedrock water flow, since it is 
independent of surface topography, and this could 
help determine the direction and speed of bedrock 
water contamination.  Dr. Robbins would also test 
surface soil to explore the termite poison hypothesis, 
and would examine the seasonality of water levels 
and develop a three-dimensional understanding 
of underground recharge basins.  The NSCCE has 
lobbied the City to expand the UConn study in 
these and other critical areas.

So what does this all mean?  Stamford is “the city 
that works,” and like many post-industrial areas, 
we have a problem that needs to be quantified 
and addressed.  Failure to tackle the issue could 
lead to continued widespread threats to public 
health.  Our property values could be impacted.  
We believe this really is a case where an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.  We don’t 
know the geographic extent of contamination, and 
we don’t have proof of it moving within the 
aquifer.  We do need to determine both.  We don’t 
know the source or sources of contamination – if 
we can determine these, the courts can hold those 
parties responsible and shift the financial burden 
away from resident taxpayers.  We don’t know 
the best way to remediate the drinking water 
– it might be homeowner filtration systems or it 
might be municipal water mains.  Neither is cheap, 
and neither is perfect.  Visit our website at www.
NSCCE.org for more information.

Jay Crutcher and Joanna Manley-Moore
North Stamford
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What’s happening with the contaminated well 
water in the Scofieldtown Road area?

Mayor Pavia: This is my number one focus. I 
have a report that details the findings regarding 
the sources of contamination. There are two main 
questions: How do we help those who are affected, 
and what do we do with the old dump?

We will be hearing the state’s recommendations 
shortly. I think the problem will turn out to be largely 
a matter of capping and grading the existing dump 
and extending the berm. But I want to take it one 
step further to give residents a level of comfort so 
that this won’t be a problem again. I met with the 
EPA on this. If the state says we need to do x, y and z, 
I plan on extending those recommendations. I want 
to comprehensively re-grade the area so that water is 
drained off rather than through the site.

There is a pool of money in Rep. Carlo Leone’s (chair 
of the bonding subcommittee of the Finance, Revenue 
and Bonding Committee of the state legislature) 
committee that we hope will become available to pay 
for much of the work. The state will pick up between 
50 and 80 percent of the cost and we’re also seeking 
help from the Federal government.

We will be expanding well water testing in accordance 
with protocol and the recommendations of the state 
DEP and state Department of Health. We are engaging 
the University of Connecticut to expand its study. 
We are working with State Representative William 
Tong and Lt. Governor Fedele and Congressman Jim 
Himes on solutions and the possibility of funding for 

this project. We are also planning an information fair 
to bring the various experts directly to the residents to 
get their questions answered. We’re also considering 
implementing a filtering protocol and filtration.

Any thought to garbage pickup in North Stamford?

Mayor Pavia: The city currently picks up single-
stream recyclables, which is our biggest component 
of trash and is very easy for residents to participate. 
Over thirty items can now be recycled using one 
trash bin. With more advertising, education and 
distribution of toters, I expect that 70 percent of all 
household waste will be picked out and recycled.  This 
summer, we may start to look at more comprehensive 
trash pickup in North Stamford.  

What is happening with the volunteer fire  
departments?

Mayor Pavia: That is priority 1-A in tandem with 
the well water issue.  The task force I formed that 
is headed by Bobby Valentine who’s doing a great 
job moving this issue toward a resolution. And I am 
awaiting their recommendation. 

How are you dealing with such a high-pressure job?

Mayor Pavia:  I come in every day in a “can do,” 
public service mindset fixed on doing what is best 
for the residents of Stamford.  At the end of the day, I 
walk out the door knowing I’ve given my best to do 
what’s right and what’s most beneficial for the City 
of Stamford. It’s a very trying job to say the least but 
there is a lot of solace, peace and reward in knowing 
you’ve given it your best effort every day.

NSA Interview with Mike Pavia Continued...

Then it as off to Arkansas to train soldiers on the 
rifle field. Tired of travel, Mort volunteered to ship 
overseas, where he would up in an ordinance depot 
in Naples, running a POW camp as an intelligence 
officer. That’s the Army.

At war’s end, Mort closed the depot, hopped a ship 
in Liverno to the States, got off the boat in New 
York and rushed to have a hamburger. He returned 
to the Midwest and enrolled at the University 
of Missouri under the GI Bill. Mort enrolled in 
the journalism program and was soon editing 
the school’s magazine, “Show Me.” He sold ads, 
drew cartoons, wrote copy, and printed photos of 
beautiful women to build up circulation. But the 
school balked at his unconventional re-styling of 
the magazine and kicked him out of the History of 
Journalism course. He wound up graduating with 
a different major and went to New York, where the 
rich people lived.

“That was the center of syndication,” recalls Mr. 
Walker. “I started doing gag cartoons for the 
Saturday Evening Post, Colliers, The Ladies Home 
Journal. Open houses were held on Wednesdays. 
Forty or fifty of us made the rounds to the 
magazines, hawking our cartoons. By the end of 
my first year in New York, I was the top-selling 
cartoonist in America.”

Mort married in 1954 and moved to New Jersey. At 
that time, an editor at the Saturday Evening Post 
named John Bailey suggested that Mort do a series 
of cartoons about college life, which he did, which 
was picked up by King Features.

“I came up with a character who always wore 
his hat over his head called Spider Bailey. John 
said, ‘that’s funny, but we have another strip with 
a character named Spider.’ So I picked another 
insect.”

“Beetle Bailey” was born. But the college theme 
did not sell, so Mort changed his theme to the 

Korean War. The war was heating up at the time. 
Mort introduced Beetle’s sister, Lois, in several 
strips, and so “Hi and Lois” was born as a second 
running series. Mort drew and wrote Beetle Bailey, 
wrote Hi and Lois, and got an artist named Dick 
Browne to draw it.

Today, about 1800 newspapers in 52 countries 
serving 200 million readers a day print Beetle 
Bailey. Mort runs what is now a family business 
out of his home. He and his four sons write the 
gags and draw the cartoons, along with Dick 
Brown’s son.

Besides his cartoons, Mort was the driving force in 
the creation of the Cartoon Museum.

“It’s had a peripatetic history,” notes Mort. “In 1974, 
we opened it in Greenwich. In 1976, we moved it 
to an abandoned castle in Rye Brook. The guy who 
invented reinforced concrete gave us $60,000 to 
buy the building. We were there for fifteen years, 
but it was a hard building to maintain. We closed 
and moved to Palm Beach, which gave us an acre 
of land and helped fund construction of the new 
museum. I designed the building. It opened in 
1992.

“At our peak, we had over 200,000 cartoons, all of 
them donated. Marvell Comics was our big donor, 
but they went bankrupt and we had to sell the 
building for half of what we paid to build it.”

Mort brought the collection back to Stamford 
where it rests today, packed in crates and boxes.

“Ohio State University has a cartoon research 
department. They have a 100,000 square foot 
building that they have donated for a new cartoon 
museum called Sullivan Hall Museum of Cartoon 
Art. We have raised $20 million and will be moving 
our collection to what I hope will be its final 
home.”

An impressive feat. As Sergeant Snorkel might 
say, “@!!*.”



The love for the stately character and inimitable 
beauty of tall trees turns to fear when they 

come falling down and crush your property. If 
the tree belongs to your neighbor or to the town, 
the mess is even bigger. There is the destruction 
and also the clean-up. I didn’t know how lucky I 
was that the town came and cleaned up after the 
first storm. The mess from a second storm still 
remains.

In the April 13th storm, a tree that technically 
belonged to the the town fell into my front yard, 
and took out two fences and some boxwoods; I 
had about $1,500.00 in repair and clean-up. The 
town came and removed the trunk from the front 
of my property and cleared away what I had 
piled on the street. 

After the May 8th wind-storm, I was very 
generous in letting my neighbors pile their sawn-
off branches onto my property. I am at the dead-
end and it just seemed like there was more room. 
The fact that the fallen tree was blocking our end 
of the street, spanned three properties, and that 
it had decimated one car and covered two others 
made me forget about clean-up issues. No one on 
the street had electricity...the wires were literally 
yanked off my house at one end of the street 
and off the house at the other end of the street. 
Luckily, some of the guys on the street cleared 
the road themselves and electricity was restored 
by Sunday night. I figured the town was coming 
to tidy up and move the piles we’d made.

This has not been the case. It seems the town 
cleaned up the debris from the May 8th storm 
and a lot of unrelated debris as well. This caused 
quite an uproar according to two arborists I 
spoke to. Tree businesses not only lost out on 
the income they might have garnered from the 
storm, but tax-payers wound up paying for 
removal of non-storm debris; it seems some 
homeowners took advantage of the situation. I 
am sure the town’s budget for such expense was 
depleted after the first storm also. So it looks we 
will be individually responsible for the clean-up 
from the second event. 

If there is a tree adjacent to your property that 
poses an obvious hazard and if you inform 
your neighbor and your neighbor chooses to do 
nothing, there is potential negligence and liability 
on behalf of your neighbor. Consider sending a 
warning letter registered return receipt.
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 Fallen Tree Stories
By Alexandria Davis
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Villa Maria emphasizes positive 
social interaction and development; 
developing each student’s 
curriculum to his/her individual 
needs; and hosting enrichment 
programs throughout the year, 
such as a recent author’s visit by 
Leslie Bulion and a performance 
by the improvisational theatre 
group, the Barry Halpin Players. 
In addition, Villa Maria holds 
seminars throughout the year for 
parents of special needs children to 
provide information and updates on 
the latest developments in special 
education.

Villa Maria is offering a five-week summer 
program. The full program will consist of a 
combination of three, hour long classes to include 
reading, language and writing, and a math 
class. Classes will be taught primarily by special 
education teachers.

As a non-profit organization, the school is 
always seeking volunteers and donations to 
assist with programs such as our Annual Fund 
Drive, scholarship program, and Spring Gala. 
Villa Maria makes a world of difference for its 
students through the simple act of teaching them 
to read. We invite others to join us in opening up 
that world for our students.

For more information about the school or 
volunteering, contact Dan Friedman at 
dfriedman@villamariaedu.org or 203-322-5886.
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Given the suburban character of most 
of North Stamford, it is hard to realize 

that as recently as the 1950s, the area 
was dotted with farms, most of which 
were converted to housing tracts after 
World War II. High taxes that came into 
being largely because of the development 
potential of the area drove out most of the 
marginal farmers, leaving behind only 
the wealthier gentleman farmers, often 
New York City-based owners of large-acre, 
open-space farms.

The last working farm we remember was 
Golden’s Poultry Farm on Rockrimmon 
Road, where the elderly Dr. and Mrs. 
Golden (he was a retired chemist) sold fresh 
eggs from their back door.

While farming has all but disappeared in 
North Stamford, the barns that marked 
their presence have not. This fall, the 
Historic Neighborhood Preservation 
Program invited fifteen local photographers 
to explore the city in search of picturesque 
barns to record. The results of their work 
was recently seen in the Mayor’s Gallery 
on the 10th floor of the Government 
Center. Included in the exhibit is the work 
of North Stamford Association board 
member Mark Diamond and his wife, 
Meg Tocantins. Other North Stamford 
residents who participated in the event 
included Christine Irvin, a resident of Old 
Long Ridge Village, and Bob and Michael 
Callahan of Thornridge Drive.
Renée Kahn is Director,  
Historic Neighborhood  
Preservation Program, Inc.

By Renée Kahn
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Barn Consciousness Raising in North Stamford
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 Membership per 
 household:

 Gifts $ 25 
 Sponsor $ 50
 Patron $100
 Benefactor $125 +

North Stamford
A S S O C I A T I O N

NSA MEMBERSHIP
Join your neighbors who are already 
working to help the community.  
Please complete the membership  
form and mail it to us with a check.

If you would like more  
information, phone us at
(203) 329-2498 or e-mail us at 
North@NorthStamford.com.

Mission Statement
 
The purpose of the Association is to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of life in North Stamford, identified as all areas north of the Merritt 
Parkway and within the limits of the City of Stamford. The mission of the Association shall include, but not be limited to: 

•  seeking to ensure a fair share of city services commensurate with the 
taxes paid for North Stamford;

•  protecting the integrity and seeking to ensure the appropriateness of 
land use regulations and decisions, including, but not limited to, the 
regulations and decisions of the Planning, Zoning, Zoning Appeals 
and Environmental Protection Boards of the City of Stamford;

•  encouraging the enhancement of the quality and availability of  
educational opportunities in North Stamford;

•  promoting communication among the residents of North Stamford;

•  maintaining the natural beauty of North Stamford, and;

•  advocating the need to preserve, protect and defend the natural resources 
and environment within North Stamford and its surrounding communities.

NSA MEMBERSHIP - YEAR 2010
 

North Stamford Association Membership Dues

Please complete this form and mail it to:  
P.O. Box 16830, Stamford, CT 06905

 name

 address

 city                                  state        zip

 phone         fax

 e-mail

The facts and opinions asserted in 06903 North Stamford News are those of the authors.

Please send your  
Letters to the Editor to:  
NSA 
P.O. Box 16830
Stamford, CT 06905

Announcement for All You Veterans
 North Stamford News / Spring 20106

Villa Maria School

On a hill at 161 Skymeadow Drive in a pastoral setting sits The Villa 
Maria School. A non-denominational, co-educational day school 

for children with learning disabilities, Villa Maria was first opened by 
the Bernardine Franciscan Sisters in 1965 as an after-school and summer 
program for students in the Stamford area. In 1973, it was established as a 
full-time day school.

It was accredited as a school for students with 
learning disabilities by the Connecticut State 
Department of Education in 1980. Students 
come from all across Fairfield and Westchester 
Counties, with some travelling each day from as 
far away as New York City. In small classes with 
a 4:1 student-teacher ratio, the school’s mission 
is to develop the full potential of students who 
are learning disabled with a focus on academic 
achievement and self-advocacy.

Our ultimate goal is to facilitate a student’s return 
to an independent or public school armed with 
the tools and skills necessary to continue their 
education in a mainstream setting Most of our 
alumni have gone on to achieve college degrees 
with many earning higher level degrees and a 
few receiving doctorates.

The following is the first in a series of articles that
North Stamford News will publish about schools in our area.
by Dan Friedman 
Development Officer, Villa Maria School

City of Stamford “Additional Veterans Property Tax 
Exemption Ordinance No. 1091” offers additional 

property tax exemptions to qualified veterans and their 
widowed spouses.  This can reduce the assessed value 
of your homes.

To qualify, you must file a completed Form DD214 with 
the town clerk before October 1, 2010.  Your household 
income must not exceed the maximum qualifying income 
limits which, for the 2009 calendar year, is $120,000 for 
married couples and $100,000 for individuals.

You may qualify for this exemption in addition to 
the State Veterans’ property tax exemption.  Proof of 
income is required (contact the town clerk for their 
requirements).  The exemption will take effect with the 
tax bills due July 1, 2011. 

Qualified applicants must re-file every two years to 
maintain the additional exemption.  To request an 
application, call City of Stamford Taxation Services at 
(203) 977-5888.
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To the Editor:

The North Stamford Concerned Citizens for the 
Environment (NSCCE) is a not-for-profit group of 
area homeowners with two goals: To ensure that all 
residents have clean drinking water and to remediate 
the sources of groundwater contamination so that 
our families can be safe.

Recently, evidence of toxic pesticides and other 
contaminants in well water have gotten a great 
deal of attention. Unfortunately, nothing is 
immediately clear. We don’t know the geographic 
extent of the danger, we don’t know what it 
might cost to solve the problem, and while there 
are several possible sources of the pollution, we 
don’t know who should be held responsible. The 
NSCCE is seeking answers based on science, 
without regard to political affiliation or bias. We 
know there are severe financial constraints that 
complicate the issue, but believe that the costs of 
inaction are far greater.

We know that there are several clusters of residential 
wells in the area contaminated with dieldrin and 
chlordane, and we know that contamination has 
been found as far north as Briar Brae Road and 
as far south as Wire Mill Road. We don’t have a 
clear contamination map – there are thousands of 
untested wells throughout North Stamford, and the 
City’s map oversimplifies the situation by showing 
trace detections as “not contaminated.”

Chlordane is thirty times more toxic than arsenic 
and dieldrin is more than 6,000 times more toxic 
than cyanide, so even trace detections are of 
concern. After more than forty years of dumping, 
the Scofieldtown Yard landfill was closed in 1970, 
and almost immediately, the site began to attract 
the attention of government officials. Numerous 
investigations were conducted over the years, 
including a periodic effort to study drinking 
well water in the immediately adjacent homes. 
In December 2008, a Site Reassessment detected 
dangerous levels of banned pesticides in surface 
soil at the public park section of the site. So in 2009, 
the park was closed.

Mayor Dan Malloy appointed a taskforce of residents 
and elected officials. He charged the City to work 

with State agencies to develop a two-pronged 
strategy. First, the city health department began 
testing drinking well water for contamination. 
Second, the city department of operations was asked 
to determine whether the Scofieldtown dump is the 
source of that contamination, as was suspected by 
many, including the EPA.

The well testing program looked at roughly 200 
homes, and ended in early March of this year. In 
2009, Mayor Michael Pavia authorized a $92,000 
contract with TRC Environmental consultants to 
determine whether the former dump was the 
source of contamination. The NSCCE believes 
that the TRC study was incomplete. For example, 
TRC did a “ground penetrating radar” scan of 
the landfill in November, but its equipment is 
best suited to finding 500+ gallon underground 
storage tanks, and in many areas, was only able to 
“see” seven feet deep. Pesticides would have been 
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* Continued on 14

Beetle Bailey and Hi and 
Lois haven’t aged a day 

in fifty years. Mort Walker 
has. But to meet the creator 
of these and other famous 
cartoons, you would think he 
was the same lieutenant who 
worked for Army intelligence 
in a POW camp during 
World War II. Mr. Walker is 
sharp, funny, full of piss and 
vinegar.

Mort has lived on Studio Road 
in North Stamford since 1980 
in architect and Mt. Rushmore 
builder Gutzon Borglum’s old 
home, which Mort bought for 
400 grand. Born in Kansas 
in 1923, his family moved 
around the country because 
his dad was an architect for 
oil companies. His dad also 
wrote poems for the Kansas City Star, and his 
mom was an illustrator for the Kansas City 
Journal.

Mort followed in his parents footsteps and began 
sending cartoons that he had drawn to publications 
all across the country. By age fifteen, he had sold 
about 300 of his cartoons. His average pay rate: 
Eight dollars a cartoon. Flushed by his early 
success, he dropped out of high school in order to 
create cartoons full-time.

But then the Kansas City Journal, which was 
publishing his first series called “Line Juices” about 
sailors, folded. So Mort re-entered high school, then 
Kansas City Junior College. At that time, he got his 
first full-time job at Hallmark, the greeting card 
company as an assisting artist. One day, he was 
called upstairs for an interview for a prominent 
job. He told his bosses that he did not like their 

cards: They were too flowery and appealed only to 
women. Despite his brashness, maybe because of 
it, Hallmark hired him to do a series of humorous 
cards for soldiers. His pay rate: One buck a card.

After completing junior college, Mort enrolled at 
the University of Missouri. But he was not there 
a year before he was drafted in 1943 as a buck 
private. He did basic training for the Army Air 
Force in Florida, was then sent to radio repair 
school, was then sent to draw posters and was 
then sent to engineering school, where he flunked 
out and ordered to the South Pacific.

The Army made him a scout but (naturally) he 
was nearsighted. So they sent him to California 
to learn how to help land planes on islands. The 
day before he was to ship out, Mort wisely signed 
up for officer’s training school. He became a 
lieutenant and went to Ft. Benning.

Interview with Mort Walker
by Mark Diamond
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Is being Mayor of Stamford what you expected?

Mayor Pavia: It’s a lot like “Groundhog Day.,” 
the movie in which the protagonist resolves the 
same problems day after day in new ways. Lots of 
meetings. Lots of discussions. The budget period 
has been particularly intense. But normally, there 
is an ebb and flow to this job, which I am looking 
forward to.

The transition from Mayor Malloy’s administration 
seems to have gone smoothly. You were hit with 
some natural disasters right off the bat but you 
hit the ground running. How did that happen?

Mayor Pavia: I was in Government a long time. I 
was public works director under Mayor Esposito 
and head of the Environmental Protection Board 
under Mayor Clapes. I know who to go to in order 
to get things done.

How does it look as far as spending and income go for 
the city? Why did the bond rating go down? What’s 
happening in Hartford that’s going to affect us?

Mayor Pavia: It has been an extremely difficult 
budget process. The country and the state are in 
a difficult economic environment and Stamford is 
not immune. If we continued at the City’s spending 
levels of the past several years, we would have 
had a 12 percent property tax increase. That’s not 
acceptable. Since most costs are tied to salaries and 
benefits, the only way to make the budget work was 
to impose layoffs and cutbacks to every department 
and outside agency. The City department heads 
have been understanding and the unions are 
cooperating.

Our layoffs were painful. People have been here a 
long time. Largely, employment cuts are coming 
from not filling currently unfilled positions. That 

policy has been extended to the police and fire 
departments. About 55 percent of job cuts will come 
from unfilled positions, and 45 percent from actual 
layoffs. In total, 49 people will be laid off out of over 
1,500 City Employees.

We have also cut the stipends and funding for many 
outside agencies, such as the Ferguson Library, the 
Yerwood Center, the Stamford Symphony, and the 
Stamford Center for the Arts. In total, we cut about 
two million dollars from these agencies, or about 25 
percent of their overall budgets.

In the future, we will be relying on alternate ways 
to run these entities: We will look to raise money 
privately, largely from the business community. 
Companies have stepped up in a big way. I 
think we will come up with innovative ways of 
supplementing the cuts we had to make.

For example, I will be making a personal effort to 
match agencies to regular donors in order to create 
endowments that will supplement these agencies on 
a regular basis so that they do not have to scramble 
for money every year. When Brooke Astor fell in 
love with the New York Public Library, she formed 
a group to create an endowment. I want the City of 
Stamford to do that.

Our new budget contains $30 million for capital 
projects. Last year, it was $50 million. Our bond 
credit rating has declined slightly, largely because 
the credit situation is tight overall. I think we need 
to take a time out to prioritize capital projects and 
rebuild our rainy day fund, a drop in which also 
led to the small drop in our bond rating. When we 
took office, the city’s rainy day fund was $2 million; 
it should be $10 million. The rainy day fund, 
incidentally, is used strictly to pay for operations, 
not capital improvements.

NSA Interview with The Mayor
Michael A. Pavia, native son of Stamford, board member of the North 
Stamford Association, is our city’s 30th mayor. I spoke with the mayor 
about his goals for Stamford in general and North Stamford in particular.
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I guess the first sunny weekend this year brought home to me 
one of the perennial problems of living in North Stamford– use of 
excessively noisy garden machines at unsocial hours.

Full disclosure:  I use a power mower once every seven to ten days 
in the summer and a leaf blower in the Fall.  I use them during 
weekday mornings, when few people are sitting outside.
We chose to live in North Stamford because we thought it would 
give us a good blend of rural serenity while being close to big city 
amenities.  Forget the serenity bit.  On Friday, a team of contractors 
pulled up to a neighbor at 3:00 P.M. and used three leaf blowers 
at the same time to chase every last leaf off the property for 2 ½ 
hours.  (The lady of the house sensibly went out as soon as they 
arrived but was not troubled by visiting an aural apocalypse on 
the neighbors.)

Truly, with three machines going at the same time, La Guardia 
Airport would have seemed like a monastery garden.  The same 
thing happened today (Saturday) at 5:00.  And so it goes.

I recognize that people want their properties to look nice.  Working 
hard restricts the time we have to look after our properties.  But 
surely even the homeowners that make noise at unsocial times or 
in thoughtless volumes want a bit of peace and quiet, too.

I am no fan of big government or reams of petty regulation that 
the police and City Hall would have to enforce.  But I think it 
might be an idea for the North Stamford Association to draft a 
code of conduct to circulate to residents.  Maybe that will trigger 
a more thoughtful approach and a change of behavior.  This code 
would ask folks to think about what they want their property 
to look like?  Are they doing too much and paying for it?  Must 
property be 100 percent leaf-free during the summer?  Will that 
lawn ever look like centre court at Wimbledon?  Decide how 
much noise and gas you want to use to maintain your property.

Please avoid using machines after 6:00 on Thursday and Friday.  
Stop using them after 2:00 on Saturday and not at all on Sunday.  
Tell your contractors to avoid these hours.

See what machines your contractors use.  Are they modern, low-
noise and gas efficient?  Give preference to contractors who use 
electric machines.  Consider occasionally using a rake and broom.  
(Fat chance!)  Above all, show consideration for your neighbors.  
For me, the noise we make to maintain our lawns is far more 
intrusive than aircraft noise.

Stuart Downie
North Stamford
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Our recent terrible storm damage 
and power outage should 
certainly show an immediate 
need for a cell phone tower in 
our area. We can’t afford to be cut 
off from communications when 
our house phones don’t work. 
Our cell phones do not work 
in our house. This emergency 
has proven it. Suppose this was 
a terror attack and we had no 
communications and no Internet?  
What then!?
Dan Roberts

North Stamford
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